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To the R rapzr, 


T will not be thought Impertinent 
to publiſh this ſhort Epiſtle, after 
ſo many Learned Diſcourſes up- 

ar 999 on this Subject, if we conſider the 

8x5 ſeveral Advantages which this 
AZSSSSES may baye above thoſe, in theſe par- 
ticular reſpets. Firſt, becauſe of the Great Efteent, 
which this Holy and Learned Prelate hath alwayes 
had in the Church of Chriſt, and eſpecially in that* 
part which hath accounted it ſelf the mofi Reformed ; 
aud, we ſee, that moſt Men are more led by the Authos« 
rity of the Writer, then the Strength of the Argus 
ment: Beſides, whereas thoſe who have Written 
amongſt 1s are charged by the Adverſe Party to be 

Partial , by reaſon of their Intereſt in the Preſent 

Controverſie: This cannot be laid to the Charge 

of Him , who dyed ſo many hundred years before 

Our PrEsENT DEBATE, But, that which #2 

moſt Conſiderable, is His great Experience 4 the 

A 2, pp; 


To the READER, 


Happy Succeſs of theſe LAWS, (made in His Time, ) 
by Chriſtian Princes, againſt ConvENTICLEs and 
Facrious A<SEMBLIEs;whereby whole Cities were re- 
> duced to the True Chriftian Faith and Unity:Which 
happy experience made Him Recant His Former Er- 
ronious Opinion,namely, That Chriſtians were not to 
be urged by Penalties in ſuch Caſes, but onely by 
Arguments; : and Confernvd Him in this Tudgment , 

that Kings cannot ſerve God better, then by making 

Strit Lawes for the Profeſſion, and Exerciſe of Chri- 

ſtian Religion, in the Unity and Communion of the 
CHURCH, as you may ſee in the enſuing Diſ- 
conrſe. Which experience, as it Conyinc'd him, 

jo it is hoped it may Convince theſe who are yet of 
that Erronious Opinion , and mcourage AU THO- 
RITY to perſiſt ftedfaſt in the EXECUTION of 
ſuch LAWS, which have in all Ages been ſo Ad- 

wantageous to the Peace and Quive of CHURCH 
and STATE. 


The JUDGMENT of the Learned and Pious 
St. Auguſtine concerning PENAL Laws againſt 
CONVENTICLES, and for UNITT in 
RELIGION. 


Receiv'd a Letter, which I believed to 
WEzZy be yours: He who brought it was a 
8 Catholick Chriſtian, who, 1 think, durſt 
not tell me a Lie: bur, whether it were - 
yours or not, I thought it fit to givean 
Anſwer, You may well think menow 
| | y more deſirous of eaſe and reſt, then 
when you firſt knew me at Carthage , 
when Rogatus Was alive, whom you ſucceeded, Bur, the 
Donatifs are too unquiet, who ought to be Reftrain'd and 
CorrcfFed by the Powers which are Ordain'd by Grd: We 
Foy already in the CorreZFion of many , who ſo earneſtly 
Hold and Detend the Catholick Unity, and Rejoyce in their 
Deliverarice trom former Error 3 that we, with great thank- 
fuln:ſs admire them, who formerly, I know not by what 
force of Cuſtome, could by no means be brought to think 
of a Change for the better, till, affrighted with the Terrot 
of the Lawes, they ſet their hearts ſeriouſly ro the Conft- 
deration 


SY 


deration of the Trath , leaſt, if they ſhould ſuffer puniſh- 
ments not for Righteouſneſs, but for Stubborneſs,and Fooliſh 
Preſumption, their Patience would be fruitleſs and vain; and, 
they ſhould find afterwards no other Reward from God , 
but the Puniſhments due to Wickedneſs, becauſe they had 
Deſpiſed his Gentle Admonition and Fathetly CorreQtion ; 
and, by this Conſideration being made Teachable, they 
found the Truth, Shovld I ſo farr envy their Salvation, as 
to endeavour to take off my Collegues, from uſing this Fa- 
therly Care, by which we ſee ſo many brought to Accule 
their former Blindneſs © 

Theſe Jate Enemies of the Church, who diſturb'd onc 
Peace and 9uiet with diverſe kinds,of Cratts and yiolent AC- 
ſaults, if We ſhould fo farr Contemn and Tolerate, as not 
to Provide and Uſe ſome Means to Terrifie and Correct 
them, ſurely we ſhou!d Return Evil for Evil - For, if any 
' Man ſhould ſee his Enemy (made Frantick by a high Fea- 
vor) firiving to ran down a Precipice, Shoul1 he not then 
rather be Judged to return Evil tor Evil, it he ſhould wil- 
lingly ſofter him to ran on toruine, then if he ſhould rake 
care to bind him faſt from running * And yet he would 
then appear to the diſtemper'd Man moſt troubleſome , 
and mo't his Enemy, when he was moſt Mercifnl, and kind 
to ſave him: Burt. ce: tainly, when this man had recovered 
his Health and Wits, he wou!d give him the more Thanks, 
becau'e he was, as he thought then, ſo ſevere, 

O that I could ſhew you how many , even of the P'un- 
dering Troopers, now become very good Chriſtians, con- 
demning their former Life, and miſerable Error, whereby 
they thought, whatſoever they did, through their Unquiec 
Raſhneſs, was for the Glory of God 3 who, had never been 
brought to this preſent ſoundneſs of Belief, vnleſs they had 
been bound like Mad-men, with the Cords of thoſe very 
Lawes which you find fault with, 

There 
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There is another ſort of Diſeaſed perſons who have not - 
that curbulent boldneſs, but are oppreſs'd with Sloth'and 
Reſtiffneſs, who, when We perſwade them to the Truth, - 
ſay roHs, We cannot tell what to anſwer , but; it is hard - 
for us to Leave the Trad tron of our Fathers: Are not 
theſe to be awakened with fear, or ſmart of Temporal Pu- 
niſhments, that ſo Arifing from their Z-thargick Sleep, 
they may Awake unto Salvations How many ate there 
amongſt us, of them, who, joying now with us, accuſe 
their former ſloth, and confeſs we did well to moleſt them 
thus , leſt otherwiſe they ſhould have periſhed by the Di- 
ſerſe of an Old Cuſtome, as by a ceadly Sleep, 

Bur, theſe Penalties, you ſay, have done (ome no good: 
What then? Is Medicize to be negleted, becauſe ſome 
Mens Plagwe is incurable? it ſeems you take no notice of 
any, but thoſe, who are ſo hard, that they cannot receive this 
Diſcipline, of ſuch , the Propher ſpeaks, Fer, 2, 30. 1n 
vain have I ſmitten your Children, they have received no Core 
reftion: and yet they were Corrected in Love, not in Ha- 
tred, But, you ought to conſider alſo, the many, of 
whoſe ſafery we Rejoyce. 

If theſe Men were Terrify'd, and not Taught, it might 
ſeem wicked Tyranny: Again, if they were Taught, and 
not Territy'd, they being hardned by old Cuſtome, wonld 
be ſlowly moved to take the Right Way of Salvation. 

Many, whom we know, wheh we Manifeſted to them 
the Truth by Reaſon and Scriptures , anſwered us, they de- 
fired to be received into the Communion of the Church, 
but they feared the diſpleaſure of ſome of their Party 
Theſe Mens Infirmities muſt be borne with a while, nor 
may we forget that of our Saviour, Fohn 13, 36. Tho 
canſt not follow me now, bu: thou ſhalt follow mz af:er, Puc 
when ſound Teaching is added to this uſeful Terror, ſo 
that the Zight of Truth may expel the Darkxefs of Error, 

and 
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| 
(4) 
and the Force of Fear may break the Bonds of Evil Ca- 
ftome , we do Toy, as I (aid, in the Salvation of many, ble(- 
ſing us, and Praiſing God for making good that his Pro- 
miſe, That the Kings of the earth ſhall ſerve our Lord Chriſt, 
| by thus curing the Dileaſed, and healing the Weak, He is 
not alwayes our Friend who ſpares us , nor he alwayes our 
Enemy who ſtrikes us: Better are the wounds of a Friend, 
then the kiſſes of an Enemy, Prov, 27,6, It is better ro 
love with Severity, then to deceive with Lenity z Ir is bet- 
cer to take the Bread from the hungry, if feeding him 
makes him negle& Righteouſneſs ; then to give him Bread 
to continue him unjuſt, 

He that binds a Mad-man , and awakens a Lethargick , 
is troubleſome to both, but loves both: Who can Love 
us more then God does? yet he does. not only teach us 
kindly. but alſo profitably terrifies us z To his gentle Leni- 
tives adding the bitter Medicament of Tribulation: He 
exerciſed the Pious and Religious Patriarchs with hunger, 
the ſtubborn People with greater Pains, He takes not from 
the Apoſtle the T horn in the Fleſh, though Thrice intreat* 
ed, that he might perfe& Strength in Weakneſs, 

Let us Love our Enemies, for this is juſt , and Gods 
Command, that we may be like our Heavenly Father, who 
makes his Su to ſhine upon the good and bad, Burt, as we com- 
mend his Gifts, to Jet us think of his Stripes, wherewith he 
{courges every Son whom he loves. 

Think you that no man ought to be Compell'd to 
Goodneſs * when you read how the Father of the Family 
ſent out his Servants to Compel them to come in whom 
they found, Zuke 17,23, When you read of Saul, aſter- 
wards Paul, compell'd by Chriſt himſelt with great vio- 
lence, to receive and detend the Truth? Is Money dearer 
to Men then the ſight of their Eyes, yer Chriſt ſtrook 
him blind, and-did not reſtore higa to his ſighs, till he 
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was Incorporatgd into Holy Charch, and, Do you think 
that there is no Force to be uſed to Free Men'from 
Dangerous Errors , when you ſee God who Joves us (no 
one better ) by diverſe Inſtances doing the ſame © and 
hear Chriſt ſaying, No man comes to"me unleſs the Fa» 
ther drawes him; which is done in the hearts of all, 
who turne to God. for fear of his diſpleaſure, Have 
ye not ſometimes known a Thief, ſcattering Meat be- 
fore the Sheep, to draw them away and ſteal them 
and, a Shepheard with his Rod driving back the ſtrag- 
ling Sheep to the Folds We read of Sarah Chaſti- 
fing her ſtubborn ſervant Hagar, expelling her and her - 
Son; and yer St, Paul ſayes, That as then 1/ſhmael, he 
that was after the Fleſh, prrſecuted him that was after the 
Spirit , Gal, 4, So it is now: Py which you may un- 
derſtand, that the Church rather ſuffers Perſecution, by 
the Pride and Wickednel(s of Carnal Men, whom ſhe 
endeavours to amend by Temporal Puniſhments ahd Cor- 
retions: Wharſoever therefore the TRUE MOTHER 
does in this Caſe, though it may ſeem ha:ſh and bir- 
rer, ſhe,does not render evil for evil . but endeavours, 
by wholeſome Diſcipline, to expel Sin; not our of ha- 
tred, or defire to hurt, but out of a love to heal, 

W hen good and bid Men, doe, and 'uffer the ſawe 
things, tl ey are to be differenced, not by their Deeds 
or Sufferings , but by their Cauſes, 

Pharaoh exerciſed the People of God with hard La- 
bour, Moſes Chaſtifed the ſame People when they did 
wickedlyz Theſe did both the ſame things , but they 
did not aime alike at the Peoples goods in one it was 
Domineeriny2 Pride, in the other Pure Charity : Fe- 
zabel kill'd the Lords Prophets, Elias flew the falſe 
Prophets: I ſuppuſe the Metits of the Doers were as 

B ciyerſe 
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diverſe, as thoſe of the Sufferers, View the times of 
the New Teſtament, when Meckneſs and Charity were 
not only to be kept in the Heart, bur are to Shine be- 
fore Men, when Peters Sword , by Chr:fts own order , 
was Commanded into the Sheath , and we thereby 
Taught, that the Sword muſt not be drawn, no, not 
for Chriſt, yet, there we read , Go! delivered up his Son 
to Death; The Son gave up Himſelf to Death: And, 
it ſaid of Fudes , That Satan entered into him, that 
he ſbiuld deliver him to be Cracified Why is 
God good and j:ſt, and Man guilty and finful in 
this At, but becauſe in the ſame thing which they 
both did , there was not the ſame cauſe for which they 
did it * There were three Crofles in the ſame place, on 
one hung the Thief that was to be ſaved, on another 
the. Thief w'o was to be damned, Chriſt in the midſt, 
who was to ſave one and condemn the other, Whar 
more like then theſe three Croſſes? What more un- 
like then the three that hung thereon? Paul was deli- 
vered to Priſon to be bound, 1 Cor, 5, St. Pant Del:- 
wVers 4 man to Saran, worſe then \any Jaylor , for the 
deftruttion of his Fleſh , that the Spirit might be ſaved 
in the day of the Lord, Let us learn to Diſcerns Dit- 
ference or Intentions in the ſame Adtings ; nor let us 
thur ou eyes, and Slander, and Accuſe Good Men for 
Pezſecutots, 1 Tim, 1. 20, when the ſame Apoſtle ſayes, 
That he. delivered ſome to Satan, that they might learn 
not to Blaſpheme - Did he render evil for evil? Did he 
not rather Judge it a good Work to amend 11l Men by 
the Evil One? If ic were alwayes Praiſe-worthy to 
ſuffer, it had been enough for our Lord to have (aid, 
Bleſſed are they who ſuffer : he needed not to heve ad- 


ded, for Righteouſneſs ſake, It it were alwayes a Fault 
co 


C7) wy; 
rw make any man ſuffer, ict would never be Juſt to 
inflit- Paniſhment : Sometimes: therefore he is Unjuſt 
who ſuffers, and he Juſt who afflis, Certainly at all 
times have the Evil perſecuted the Gocd, and the 
Good puniſht the Wicked: thoſe unjuſtly, co hurt 5 
theſe, to amend by Diſcipline: Thoſe Cruelly, theſe 
Mercifully 5 thoſe ſerving their Luſt, thefe their Chart 
ry : For, he that Kills, conſiders not how he Butchers, 
but, he that Cures, takes heed how he Cuts; the for- 
mer aimes at deſtruQion,the other at health and recovery. 
Wicked Men kill'd the Prophets, and the Prophets 
put ſome Men to death, The Fews whipt Chriſt , and 
Chrif whipt the Fews, The Apoſtles were delivered to 
the Secular Powers , and the Apoſtles delivered ſome 
to the Power of Satan: In all theſe we muſt conſider 
who Suffers for the TRUTH, who for INIQUITT ; 
who Aficts to Hurt, who afflits ro amend, MNebu-= 
chainezzar made a Decree, That whoſoever would not 
worſhip his Idols ſhould be pat to death: he made another 
Decree afterward, That whoſoever ſhould Blaſpheme the 
God of Shedrac,. &c, ſhould be put to death, The firſt 
was a wicked Law , puniſhing the God'y, the lecond 
was a P:ous Law CorreQting the ungodly, Who of us, 
nay, Who of you, does no: Commend the Lawes of 
Emperours made againſt rhe Heathen Sacrifices, yet, there, 
the Penalty was Capital, Bur, inthe Lawes againſt Sch;ſ- 
maticks , ſuch moderation was uſed, that the Lawes 
ſeem'd rather to Admoniſh, then Puniſh you: For , 
perhaps it may be ſaid of you, what St. Pawl ſaid of 
the Fewes, Rom.10, 1 bear theys witneſs that th.y have 
a Zeale of God, but not according to knowledge ; for, they 
being ignorant of Gods Righteouſneſs , and going about to 
eſtabliſh thrir own, have not ſubmitted to the Righteouſ-= 
B 2 neſs 
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neſs of God: For, Whar do you elſe but eftablſh your 
own Righteouſneſs, when you ſay, None can be Godly 
but thoſe of your own P.rty? you are altogether alike, 
exc<Þt thoſe amongſt you , who know the Tiuth, and 
yet out of Stomack and Croffneſs fight againſt the 
Plain 3 ruth 3 the wickedneſs of theſe perhaps is worſe then 
Idolatry : Bur, this cannot eaſily be prov'c, tor this lodges 
in their own breaſt, theretore all are Proſecured with 

the like gentle-CorreCtion, | 
You who are called Donatifts, from Donatus , ſeem 
milder then ſome other Sets, for you do not Rage 
- and Range about with Troops of Cruel Souldiers plun- 
deting : © Put, no Beaſt is called tame, if he hurts no 
body, becauſe ne wants Teeth or ,Clawes, Younſay , 
You would not hurt 5 think you v4 you dare not 
with your Tmall numbers attempt the ſtrength of your 
KAdverſaries, 1 am ſure that Se&, which you were of 
formerly , have ſeverely executed the Lawes of the 
Empetours againſt Schiſmaticks and Hereticks , againſt 
you and other SeRtaries, this we can prove upon Re- 
cord: Nay, you were not ſeparated from them, when 
in their Petition to Fuljan, they ſaid, That with him 
nothing bur Juſtice prevaild , whom yet they knew 
to be an Apoftate and 74olater : fo that they muſt con- 
feſs, that either they did ſhamefully Lye, in ſaying ſo, 
or elſe that 1dolatry was Fuſtice, Bur, ſuppoſe there 
was a Miſtake in che word, What think you of the 
Fac ? .if nothing , which you call unjuſt, muſt be de- 
fired of Princes, Why did you then ask of Fulian thar 
which the World counted unjuſt: Bur, you may, ſay 
you, Petition the Emperour for the recovery of your 
own , you muſt not accuſe any, or defire ro reſtrain 
their Liberty, becauſe we find no Example amongſt 
the 
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the Apoſtles for this: And, Where do you find any 
Picfident amongſt them for the former ? 

When your Predeceſſo:s Accuſed Cecilian Biſhop'of 
Carthaze , is a C riminous Pe:ſon, before the Empe- 
rour, you Cid not thin |t.tion for your Joſt Goods, 
but you flander'd an Innocent, ( as we think, and 
the event proved,) Then this, What could be more 
wicked ? but, if you did deliver a Criminal indeed , 
to be Punſh'd by the Secular Powers, Why do you 
blame us for doing that , which you your ſelves did 
before, and we doe not blame you for doing it, but 
for doing it Mzalitiouſly, to ruine an Innocent, not to 
Correct a Guilty one, 

We juſtl, complain of you, who account it a Crime 
in us, to Complain to a Chriſtian Emperour , of the 
Enemies of our Communion; when as your Priedecel- 
ſors pur in a Zibel to the Emperour Conſtantine againſt 
Cecilian, and contrary to the Canons of the Church; 
You Complain'd of him to the Emperour , before he 
had been Convicted by his Collegues, The EZmperonr 
proceeding more Regularly, Remitted the Cauſe back 
to the Biſhops; bur, you would not then ſubmit , but 
appeal'd to the Emperour again 3 accuſing nct Cecilian 
only , but all the Biſhops, whom the Emperour had 
appointed Judges of the Cauſe; and, when the Empe- 
ror had determined, ye would not then yield co Truth 
and Peace, 

What could Conſtantine determine againſt Cecilian 
and his Party , had they been Convidted by their Ac- 
cuſers, but the ſame that he did derermine againſt 
thoſe his Accufers, who faii'd in the Proof of their 
Accuſations * He determined in che Cauſe, That. che 
Goods of thoſe who were Convicted of Falſe Accu- 
ſation , 


(10) 
ſation, ſhonld be Confiſcate, If this Sentence had been 
paſt againſt Cecilia», upon your Accuſation and Proof of 
of the Crimes laid againſt him, you would have been call'd 
Friends of the Church, Defenders of Peace and Quity : bur, 
when this Sentence is paſt againſt you , who falſly ac. 
cus'd the Biſhop, and would oot be entreated to ſub 
mit to the Unity of the Church, you cryed our of Per- 
ſecution, You Contend, That no man ought to be 
Compel'd to the Communion of the Church: We muſt 
not return evil for evil, Was it not well ſaid of you 
long fince, What we Will, is good and holys Ir is 
not unreaſonable to believe, That Conſtantines Decree 
againſt your Anceſtors is of force againſt you; and, that 
a'l Princes, eſpecially the Chriſtian, ought ro follow 
that Pattern, when ever your Obſtinacy compells them 
to it, 

It is better to be urged to the Embracing of the 
Truth , by the fear of loſing your Earthly Poſlefſfions , 
then ro be ſuffer'd, by the Temptation of Vain-glory , 
ro refiſt the Truth, It is no Perſecution to be Com- 
pel'd to that which is good: I: is true, no man can 
be made good againſt his will; but, the fear of Suffer- 
ing may make him leave off his Animoſity againſt the 
Truth, or make him willing to receive the Truth, 
which he formerly knew not, and pe: fiſt in. it, when 
he knowes it. ; 

This would perhaps be ſaid -to yow' in vain, .if we 
could not make ir evident by many «cxamples; We 
know many, nor fi-gle perſons only , but whole Cit- 
ties, that were Ponatiſfs and Separatifts, now become 
good Catholick Chiiſtians, heartily Dereſting their De- 
villiſh Schiſme , and as heartily loving the Unity and 
Communion of the Church, All which were made ſuch 
Converts 
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Converts, through the fear, which you diſlike, of the 
Emperours Lawes, made by Conſtantine , and continu- 
ed even to our preſent Emperour. 


Theſe Examples propounded to me by my Col- 
legues, made me to change my Opinion, for I was 
firſt of that Opinion z That no man ought to be 
Compel'd to the Unicy of Chriſt z Thar this was to - 
be done only by Argument, and Force of Diſpu- 
tation; That Men were to be Conviet by Reaſon, not 
Compe'd by Lawes, for this I thought could do no- 
thing, but make open Hereticks or Schiſmaticks , Hy- 
pocritical and Counterfeit Catholicks - but , this Opi- 
nion I was Convinced to be an Eyrer, not ſo much by 
ſtrength of Argument, as by Experience and Zxam- 


ple, 


Mine own City , which was formerly wholly $chiſ- 
matical , of Donatas Party , is now Converted to the 
Unity of the Church by the fear of the Imperial Lawes, 
and do fo pertedtly deteſt their former ſtubborneſs , 
that you can hardly believe them ever to have been 
uilty, 

: Many other Cities more I knew ſo Converted, that 
I found by experience in this Cauſe, the truth of thac 
which is written, Prov, 9, Give /nſiruttion to 4 "yy 
Man, and he will be yet wiſer, For, How many do 
we know who had a mind to return to the Churches 
Unity, being ſufficiently ſatisfied of their duty, but 
deferr'd their return, onely out of fear of difpleafing 
their own Party « How many are hardened againſt the 
Truth, by long Cuſtome and Continuance in Error ? 
How many have therefore thought their Party to be 
the 


Iz 


the True Church, becauſe Security hath made them 
flothful, and careleſs ro know the Truth ? How many 
have been hindered from Communion with the Church 
by falſe Reports and Slanders of the Holy Service, and 
our Governours * How many continue in their (evera) 
Schiſmes , upon this Opinion , That it is incifferent of 
whac Party they be, (ſo long as they Profeſs Chriſtia- 
nity, if they were born and bred up in Donatus Prty, 
there they continued, and thought that they ought not 
to be compell'd ro the Unity of the Church, 
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To all theſe the Terror of the Imperial Lawes hath 
been ſo profitable , that now ſome ingenioufly con- 
fels, We had a mind to return to the Chucch before, 
God be thanked for theſe Lawes, which have given us 
occaſion to Co it ſpeedily, and cut off all our former 
delayes, Others ſay, We believed the Church to have 
the Truth, but o!'d Cuſtom detained us in our Zrrox , 
God be thanked who hath thus broken thoſe Bonds , 
and brought us to the Bond of Peace, Others ſay , 
We knew not the Truch, nor had we any mind to 
lean it, but the fear'of theſe Laws hath made us in- 
quiſitive after it , leaſt by a fooliſh perſeverance in our 
errors , We ſhould loſe our Temporal eftates , without 
any recompence in another World ; God be thanked , 
who hath thus quickned our negligence, by the Tet- 
ror of the Law, and made us ſoilicitous to ſeek, whar 
formerly we did not care to find, Others ſay, We 
were Aﬀrighted by falſe Rumours from entring into 
the Thu:ch , which we ſhould never have knowa to be 
falſe, it we had not come to Church and, we ſhould 
never have come to Church, it we had not been com- 


pell'd: God be thanked , who hath caſt out this Fear , 
by 


% 


s.che, freer of 'r(e7Law-} and: taught us, by'experi 
Den what' fopliſly and yain ks LYING FAME 
Caſts out, upon the CHURCH, 


wo ehonetly 'D SYSO 34 tink I 's | 
- Henc;, we believe, That what the Authors of this 
S*&* Accuſed: the Church of , was falſe, fince we-ſce 
their Poſterity hath Feigned Things more Falſe and 
VVorſe, Others ſay, VVe thought ic had been no 
matter where we Profeſt the Faith of Chriſt, but, God 
be Thanked that we have been Compell'd ro the Uni- 
ty of the Church, and brought from our Schiſm to 

ſerve the one God in Unity, | 


Should 1 _ the Execution of theſe Good Laws, 
and deprive the VVorld of ſo much Benefit and Ad- 
vantage? No: Let the Kings of the Earth ſerve Chriſt, 
by making LAVVES for Chriſt, 


The Terror of Temporal Powers, when it Oppo- 
ſes the Truth, is to the Patient Sufferer a Glorious 
Tryal, to the VVeak a dangerous Temprationz bur , 
when it Preſſes the Truch upon thoſe who are in Er- 
ror, it is to the VViſe and Sincere a Profitable Admo- 
nition, to the Sencelels and Regardleſs an unproficable 
Atfliction, wn e—_—_ . 


CONST ANTINE, the firſt Chriſtian Emperor , find- 
ing the Church Diſturbed by ſeveral Schiſmes , made a 
LAVV againſt all CONVENTICLES , by which 
LAVV the Memory of Hereticks and Schiſmaticks was 
Deſtroyed: Hiſtorie tripartite , lib, 3. c,11, Sozomen, 
Em, Hiſtor, lib,2, c, 30, 


C GRATIAN 
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-CEATIAN the Empercur gave LIBERTY to alt; 
to Communicite in what RELIGION they pleas'd', 
not 


/ 


which divided the Churches again, which he conld 

Quiet but by a Law againſt Hereticks, and thoſe who 

pe from the Church, MHif#, Tripert, & 9, cap. 5. 
7. 


